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Parramatta Feby 7th 1820 

Revd & Dr Sir 

 I must now write to you about the Active. As the Revd J. Butler has come 

out Superintendent of the Missionary Settlement – I wish now to be relieved 

from all Responsibility relative to the Active from the 1st of August 1819, the 

Period she returned from New Zealand – I have to request the Society to take 

the Vessel into their own Hands from the above Period, with all the Profits and 

Losses. I have had her valued the Report of her Survey, and Valuation I have 

forwarded to you for the Information of the Society – I have judged it best with 

the Advice of Mr Robt. Campbell, a merchant of great Integrity and Experience 

to fit the Active out as a Whaler. She can attend to all the Concerns of the 

Settlement, and still procure oil for the Benefit of the Society towards lessening 

her Expenses. Her outfit for the Fishery has been very heavy; but I hope in a 

few months she will make some suitable return – There is nothing at New [f] 

Zealand that will pay her Expenses – The duty upon the Timber, and the Port 

Expenses of various Kinds are so ruinous, that she ought not to come into this 

Harbour more than once in a year if it can be avoided – whether the Committee 

will approve of the measures I have adopted or not I cannot say – Mr Butler is 

now in New Zealand and can forward the Interest of the Vessel. Hitherto this 

has not been the Case. Tho' the Settlers were deriving every Comfort from the 

Vessel, yet they were totally unconcerned in general about her Interest – 

Perhaps the Society may feel some Hesitation in purchasing the Vessel from the 

amount of the Expenses – If this should be the Case, I must dispose of her, 
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when I hear from you – I think there cannot a doubt remain now upon any 

man's mind respecting the Practicability of establishing a mission at N. Zealand 

after more than five years Experience – Had any Circumstances occurred to 

prevent the Success of the Mission it was my Intention to have sold the Active, 

and not to have called upon the Society for any Part of her [f] original Purchase 

money: but as there is now every Reason to believe that Success will attend the 

Society's Labours in these islands I am anxious to be relieved from such a great 

Charge. I should hope from the arrangements I have made with Mr Kermode of 

Liverpool, who is now returning to England; and whom I have requested to 

wait upon you on his arrival in London, that the Proceeds of her present voyage 

will go pretty far towards paying for her if she is at all fortunate – I had got all 

the Supplies on Board of her for the Settlement, and also a number of the 

Natives who were returning Home when the Dromedary arrived – but as the 

Dromedary is going to the Bay of Islands I have taken out all the Supplies and 

the Natives also and put them on Board the Kings Ship, at least the Natives will 

accompany me, so that the Active will have nothing to do for nine months, but 

to look after a Cargo – which will be immediately sent to England – or the 

amount of it to you – Should a regular Communication be opened between Port 

Jackson and N. Zealand in time the Society may perhaps do without a vessel – 

Much has been done already towards the Civilization of the Natives [f] in those 

Parts of N. Zealand with which we have had any Communication – and 

nothing has tended more to this object than the Chiefs and their Sons visiting N. 

S. Wales. It is very pleasing to see the Sons of the rival Chiefs living with me, 
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and forming such mutual Attachments – I have some very fine youths with me 

now, who are acquiring the English Language very fast – I brought Mr Butler's 

Son back again with me to take the Charge of these Boys – and to devote his 

time to their Instruction. By the Sons of Chiefs living together in civil Life, and 

all paid equal attention to, they will form Attachments that will destroy that 

Jealousy, which has kept their Tribes in continual war. As the work has gone on 

so far I am not afraid that it will stand for want of means – If the Active 

succeeds the Expenses will gradually cease – Should the Society not approve of 

purchasing the Active I will thank you to have her insured for the amount she is 

valued at £1500. If they should take her they will take her for the valuation put 

upon her – I shall be obliged to draw upon you for about half of her Purchase 

money, and shall leave the Active as a Security for that Sum should she be 

returned to me again – or if she gets a Cargo of oil, I shall send the amount to 

repay the £750, which I now draw upon you for – Her outfit as a whaler, will 

also [f] have to be charged to my Account but not her Expenses in her last 

Voyage to New Zealand from the 1st of August to the 1st of December as she 

was during that four months wholly in the Service of the Mission – I should not 

have drawn for any Part of her Purchase money without your Sanction being 

again obtained, had I not found myself obliged to do this in order to settle some 

of my pecuniary matters previous to my sailing for N. Zealand – I deem the 

Vessel and Cargo, if she gets one, will be sufficient Security to the Society for 

any Advances they may make – I have endeavoured to express my meaning as 

well as I can, and hope you will clearly understand what my Intentions are. I 
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wish now to sell the Active, and to be relieved from so great a Responsibility – I 

will give every personal Assistance in any way in my Power to promote the 

Mission and shall not think any toil too much to forward so great a work – Mr 

Robt Campbell will manage the Concerns of the Society as far as respects the 

Vessel with great Fidelity – and I have a Hope, that in a little time we may be 

able to form an auxiliary Society in N. S. Wales: as soon as the present 

Government is changed, and [f] men are less afraid of the Powers that be. I 

would here observe that I have been compelled to purchase nails &c &c for the 

intended Houses and Church – and also a variety of other Articles which you 

will see by the Vouchers for purchasing animal Food for the Support of the 

Settlement from the Natives – The Consumption of animal Food is now very 

considerable – A very nice young man whom I have long wished to employ in 

the Mission, truly pious and his Heart engaged in the work is going over with 

me His name is James Shepherd, a native of the Colony – his Father is a very 

pious man – I sent him once to visit N. Zealand to see the Natives and he has 

been very desirous of devoting himself to the work of the Mission – He 

understands gardening, grafting Trees &c A man of this Kind will be of infinite 

Service. 

I have the Honor to be 

Dear Sir 

Yours very truly 

Saml Marsden 

Revd J. Pratt 


